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International Exchange — A short study visit program for students from Newman University

Anthony Robins

(Department of Foreign Languages, Aichi University of Education)

Summary

This report describes a study visit by students from Newman University in England, a long-standing
partner university of Aichi University of Education. The report first introduces the relationship, then
explains the reasons for organizing this activity, before describing organization and funding. It then
looks at the content of the study visit and finally considers the benefits and challenges of

undertaking this activity and its lessons for the future.

1. Introduction

The study visit by six students from Newman University in Birmingham for three weeks in July
2015 was the latest development in the long relationship between Aichi University of Education
(AUE) and Newman University (previously Newman College of Higher Education and then
Newman University College). Organisation of that relationship began in 2002 and an agreement with

Newman was made in 2003.

2. Reasons for the Study Visit

The main reason for organizing the study visit was to improve the balance of numbers between
students going there from AUE and those coming to AUE from Newman. While well over twenty
students AUE had stayed at Newman for either half a year or a year by 2015, in addition to a few
short-term students, only one Newman student had come to AUE, staying for four months. Why was
there such an imbalance? There were four main reasons. Firstly, unlike AUE students who have a
background of English studies and a keen interest in going to Britain to improve their English,
Newman students have no background in Japanese and are unsurprisingly not well-equipped to study
at a university like AUE where the majority of classes are in Japanese. Secondly, with the increasing
costs of university fees in England (now 9,000 pounds per year), Newman students do not want to
extend their time at university by studying abroad which leads to extra costs. Thirdly, if Newman
students do want to study abroad, it is more economical in Europe through the Erasmus exchange

system, which provides funding for students who study in other European countries. Finally, the



modular structure of their courses and timetable for such matters as teaching placements makes it
difficult from them to be away for long periods. Therefore, it increasingly seemed more positive to

focus on a short stay program to encourage them to come to AUE.

3. Organisation and Funding

Initially, the planned program was explained and promoted during a visit to Newman by four AUE
staff (3 academic and 1 administrative) in March 2014. Promotion was focussed on a centrally
located stand at Newman, decorated with items from Japan, including photos and traditional clothing.
The Newman catering staff kindly prepared some Japanese food, too. In addition, there were a
number of meetings with Newman faculty members, about the short study visit and other possible
exchange activities. It was decided not to aim for the study tour to take place in the summer of that
year, but rather in summer 2015, to allow more planning time. An application was made for a
JASSO (Japan Student Services Organisation) scholarship for a large group, with a decision
expected in January 2015. Unfortunately, the result of that was delayed and ultimately unsuccessful.
However, alternative funding, which was mainly part of a government grant for various English
support activities, could be used, combined with some help provided from supportive AUE faculty
members’ research budgets. This enabled about half of the participants’ costs to be covered. Finally,
a smaller group of six students (3 females and 3 males) joined the study visit as participants. Due to
problems in communication with Newman faculty members, arrangements were made directly with

the Newman students by AUE staff including myself.

4. Study Visit Content

The study visit needed to provide a balance, so as to bring various benefits. It therefore needed to
include: interaction opportunities with AUE students, academic benefits for the Newman participants,
and cultural and travel opportunities for Newman participants, too. The full programme can be seen
in Appendix 1. It shows that there were both more and less formal interaction opportunities. The
former included a visit to my 4t year English Communication class (see A), while the latter included
an ‘International Café’ event, one of a regular series organized by students and held after classes on a
Friday (see B). Although it was initially expected that the participants would include teacher trainees,

the six were actually four Business or Business and Ethics students and two Social Work students.









Therefore, academic content included a visit to the museum for Panasonic founder, Konosuke
Matsushita, in Osaka (see C), a Toyota factory visit and presentation at AUE by an experienced
former company manager on Japanese business and contrasts with business in other cultures.
However, there were also visits to explore the Japanese educational environment and to again
interact with Japanese students, both at high school and kindergarden. Obviously, visitors to Japan
are keen to learn about the culture and to see the country more widely than just one area, given that it
might be the only visit in their lifetime. Travel allowing exposure to culture took three forms: Firstly,
accompanied by a faculty member, as with Osaka and Nagoya castles. Secondly, accompanied by a
student, as with Kyoto, and finally, unaccompanied, as with Iga-Ueno in Mie Prefecture. Given
language challenges, accompanying the group to help orientation in the early stages of the study visit
was most necessary.

Travel in general encompassed arrival in the Kansai area, a short trip to Kyoto, a weekend in Nagano
Prefecture, a visit to Iga-Ueno (mentioned above) and time in Tokyo before departure. While these
provided cultural input, there was more specific cultural input while at AUE, with the assistance of a
faculty member from the Japanese as a Second Language course, which included points such as

shrine etiquette and an ikebana demonstration followed by the opportunity to try it (see D).

5. Benefits and Challenges

Feedback from the group of six was positive and one resulting success was the return to AUE of one
of the group’s members for a further two weeks’ visit in January 2016. In addition, it at least
indirectly influenced the decisions of another student and a faculty member who also came to AUE,
for four weeks and one week respectively, in early 2016. The study tour also provided the
opportunity for AUE students going to Newman in the future to make contacts and to encourage
others to go. One of those AUE students is currently there.

There are now plans for a further similar study visit in summer 2016. Following meetings at
Newman, which I coordinated in November 2015, thirty students have expressed interest. Funding
was referred to at the start of this article. The result of an application for a JASSO scholarship is
awaited at the time of writing. If successful, it will allow substantial support for participants.
However, if the application proves unsuccessful, financial support will be limited to some
contributions from individual faculty members’ research budgets (kojin kenkyuuhi). This is a
situation which will certainly make it less easy to attract participants. Therefore, a challenge is to
attract alternative sources of funding. In the past, in cooperation with a Newman faculty member, we

have applied for UK funding, such as the Prime Minister’s Initiative for International Education,



being shortlisted but not ultimately successful. Other challenges include agreeing on an optimum
time for future study visits, which successfully combines these factors: After Newman students have
completed their academic year, avoiding times when AUE students are occupied with teaching
practice, at a time which allows local school visits before their summer vacation, and even to avoid

the really hot summer weather in the area!

6. Conclusion

The organization of an activity such as this study visit undoubtedly creates challenges and
contributes to an increased workload. However, it has achieved the main aim, which was described
earlier, of helping to better balance the relationship between Newman University and Aichi
University of Education. Such a balance is essential for a positive relation. I therefore look forward

to activities like the 2015 study visit, in the future.
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supported this study visit. In particular, I would like to thank two AUE students who had previously
studied at Newman University and who gave invaluable assistance and support, Takayuki Nagamine
and Yasutaka Nishio. I would also particularly like to thank Enkei Mano, who gave great support in

homestay organization.



Appendix 1: Summary of the Newman Study Visit 2015

1. Aims
In order to encourage a more active interaction between Aichi University of Education and Newman
University, a partner university in the UK, we are accepting six short-stay students. We are to offer
them a wide range of opportunities of experiencing student life at AUE, interacting with our students,
trying some traditional Japanese activities, and visiting local schools and study sites, through which
we are sure of enhancing the partnership between both universities. We are also to provide our
students with a lot of chances to mingle with the British students, with events at both administrative
and student-centered levels.
2. Term

Arriving Kansai International Airport on Monday, July 13

~ Departing Tokyo Narita International Airport on Saturday, August 1.

(They stay in/around the university between July 14 and July 30.)
3. Key events (More can be found in the following section.)

Wednesday, July 15 Welcome Party 17:00~ (At UP, a canteen on campus)

Friday, July 17 International Café 17:00~ (At the Future Education Hall)

Wednesday, July 29 Farewell Party 17:00~ (At UP, a canteen on campus)

4. Itinerary
Mon, July 13 Arrival at Kansai International Airport.
Tues, July 14 Visiting some traditional sights in Osaka. Heading to AUE.
Wed, July 15 - School visit with international students to Toyohashi
Commercial High School.
- Welcome party, open to all the members of the university.
Thurs, July 16 - Traditional Japanese activities (including Calligraphy).
- Visiting Nagoya Castle.
Fri,, July 17 - Traditional Japanese activities (including Flower Arrangement).

- International Café, open for students but registration required.
Sat, July 18 ~ Mon, July 20 Interacting with students, including homestay experience.
Tue, July 21 ~ Sun, July 26 Free time, including interacting with students living nearby.
Mon, July 27 - Visiting a kindergarten, observing Early Years education as well
as how it is organised.
- Involvement in two classes at the university:

31: English Communication (MS), 4%: English Communication



(F)
Tue, July 28 - English Support Centre event for students using the room for
English study.
- Joining a lecture about Japanese business practice and ethics and
international contrasts.
Wed, July 29 - Toyota Factory Tour, accompanied by some Japanese and
International students.
- Farewell party, open for all the members of university.
Thu, July 30 - Leave for Tokyo from where they depart. Staying in Tokyo
(1 night)/Narita (1 night).

Sat, August 1 - Departure from Tokyo Narita International Airport.
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Wednesday 2" September 2015.

9.00-9.20 Courtyard prayer — (A BHFY)
Morning session  (EiDE)
9.00-9.30 | English - Reading Groups:  (HEE ; U—T 125, ARYLY)
Barbie Hands on — iPads — playing an educational App called
Bogans Skoolbo. (in the corridor) collections #7 — tv friend
or foe?
Rainbow iPads — Spelling skills — children use their iPads to write
Meerkats their spelling list words using Minecraft or PicCollage
Apps). (done at their desks) — in their dashboard — in
English folder — task page. Collections #9 — Bella
Beach Belle
Killer Reading with me - (around the back desk) - direct each
Brotatoes member to bring with them a pencil and their English
from pads — title and date new page —
Barbieland Predict — looking at the title and picture only what do
you think this story is about?
1. Share predictions — explain why?
2. direct children to read to themselves their book
— in turn direct each singular student to read out
aloud for me — check for fluency,
understanding, etc.
Starbucks Comprehension — The language of ships#2.
9.30-10.00 | Maths — Number (E#)
(See if Jordan would like to teach 1° basic Karta whilst we all say the
numbers) — use the MPC for this exercise.
10.00-10.10 | Snack Attack (828 ; {RAB5R)




10.10-10.55 | Maths — Maths — number facts activity (B %k ; 5 5)
Direct children to go to their iPads — go to google chrome — type:
www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
children play activity.
XA EFEDOY A ~EFA
Maths — Khan academy — direct children to start at year 3 mats — go through
completing as many levels as you can — 20 mins max.
10.55-11.40 | Main lunch— (B & ; BiAH)
11.40-12.00 | Class novel.  (Ft&)
12.00-12.40 | English — Word scrambles and shapes week 6.  (&&E ; BEE/INT R k)
12.40-1.00 | English — newspaper articles — look back at the Nepal quake story — direct

children to: (&
1. Read the article.
2. What is the main idea of this text?
3. What 4 details are there in this article?

Children work in groups of 4 to complete these questions.

English — changing meanings with prefixes —

Ask: What is a prefix?

Direct children to get out their English pads and margin and date their page.
Heading — Changing meanings with prefixes.

Children write the following down in dot points on their page:

e A prefix is a word part added to the beginning of a word to change
its meaning.

e The word prefix itself is made of a Latin word meaning “to fasten”
and prefix pre — meaning “before”.

e Learning the meanings of common prefixes is important. This
information will often help you work out the meaning of a new
word.

e For example, if you know the prefix mis = means “bad” or “wrong”
you would have no trouble understanding misbehave or misspell.

e Re = again, or once more — reappear, recapture, redo

e Pre = before — prepaid.




Take a photo of your work.

Now open either PAGES or EXPLAIN EVERYTHING and share this info
into the app.

Now go to your dashboard — English folder — open the file called Prefixes —
share this into the aforementioned app.

Complete the work page.

P57 Communicate and comprehend.

1.00-1.40 Religion — Father’s Day Liturgy practice — with Mrs Cook.  (5R%)
XEX YR MERODERLBDT, TAICET HFEET 5.
1.40-2.00 | 2"lunch (8]E ; IKAHEERE)
2.00-2.55 | Library — borrowing and then BTN. (HZfTAZ{EY . BTN Z75E)

BTN : Behind the News D Z &, RIZEEC =2 —XBELAHY . £
hxzFEL 2B THET S,
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